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               Date




          Use of Time and Total Time Spent
Friday, October 31, 2014



I spent this time taking things off the top 

1.5 hours




portion of my closet and transporting them 







to the storage room. Then I moved my 







professional books from my car to the top of 






my closet.

Monday, November 3, 2014



I had a two hour break between conferences 

2 hours





in which I moved around my filing cabinet 







and my classroom library. I switched my 







bookshelves around so that all of the metal 







bookshelves were now part of my classroom 






library. I moved the white bookshelf to the 







area in the back of the room to create a letter 






and word work area. Then, I transferred my 







letter and word work activities to the 
back of 






the room, adding more activities from 







storage to introduce to my students.

Tuesday, November 4, 2014



This time period was spent laminating and 

2 hours





cutting out student work to add to our 







synonym board and contractions board. 







Then, I adhered the math vocabulary to the 







back cabinet. I switched around the FOCUS 







on 5 writing board. I placed all of the 







headers at the bottom of the bulletin board 







for students to add their name tags to the 







area in which they need work in writing. 







Then , I added the steps to the writing 







process and stapled student work to each 







area (focus, organization, content, style, and 







conventions) as  student models. I finished 







by adding a focus wall with all of the areas 







we are 
currently focusing on in reading and 







writing.


I am grateful for the opportunity to have been asked to focus on my classroom literacy environment. It is easy to keep things the way they are, especially if things are going well. 


Having models of what is expected in reading and writing are extremely important. My students now know the expectations of what third grade work looks like and what they need to do to achieve their reading and writing goals. They know what each phase of the writing process looks like so I can send them to the writing wall as a reference while writing a process writing piece. 


 Second, I am excited about the addition of a portable word wall for my students. Since the word wall is magnetic, students can take a word back to their seats or writing spots rather than having to take their writing back to the word wall. This has made traffic flow easy to manage. It is also easy to move things around when we add new words. There is no excuse why high frequency words are not spelled correctly in their writing pieces as they are available for students to look at on the word wall.


Next, I love the slight change I made with the classroom library. The students always fight for time in the library which I absolutely love! Now, I can give more students the opportunity to sit in the library to read, while others are changing their books in their book bins or signing out books to take home. This slight change has made for decreased fighting and more effective classroom management.


By turning the extra bookshelf into a letter and word work area, I feel as if more students are choosing to work on letter and word work than previously during Daily 5. It is a cozy little nook and there are nine letter and word work games available to students. Prior to the addition of the letter and word work bookshelf, I had students simply work on word sorting. Now, I am more efficient with the students’ time. I have them do a word sort when they come in for morning work. This frees them up to choose letter and word work activities. other than word sorts, as a Daily 5 option. They love it!


Lastly, I love the flow of my room better due to the changes that were made in my classroom. By turning my filing cabinet around in order for my collegues to use my resources, this opened up the area around my desk. Now I can use that area for small groups. I even added Boggle to the side of my desk since the extra space allowed for it. This allows more room for my computer users as well. It has reduced the fighting and has improved classroom management.


As you can see, this project has been a blessing in disguise for me. I am so grateful for the opportunity to have been forced to better my literacy environment, because it has resulted in positive changes to my classroom. 

Writer’s Notebook Project

November 1, 2014



Emily and I spent our time planning out what we 

2 hours




wanted to accomplish with the writer’s notebooks in 





our classrooms. We set goals, decided how often 






and when we would touch base with each other to 






see how things were going, and created our first 






three lesson plans and our first four homework 






assignments.

November 4, 2014



Emily and I spent our two hours during parent 

2 hours




teacher conferences explaining the concept of 






writer’s notebook to our third grade colleagues. We 






shared lessons with them, examples from our 






writers notebooks so they could see how we were 






implementing it in our classrooms, and 







brainstorming additional ways we could use it in 






our classrooms.

November 15, 2014



Emily and I met prior to my surgery to create two 

3 hours




more lesson plans and to come up with homework 






assignments. We also discussed what was working 






and what we wanted to change as far as procedures.

November 30, 2014





2 hours





Emily , Mikaela, and I met at my house to review 






our final goals with using the writer’s notebook in 






our classrooms. We decided on December 







homework, mini-lessons, and goals for the rest of 






the year. 


I am grateful for getting the opportunity to learn how to use a writer’s notebook from a teacher’s point of view. I have read two of Ralph Fletcher’s books and they are wonderful, yet, they never fully helped me integrate the writer’s notebook into my classroom the way Aimee Buckner’s book has done. I now feel much more confident when it comes to using the writer’s notebook in my classroom. I have learned that the most important thing is that my students write every day. At first, I was discouraged because I didn’t see a lot of growth. Writing is not one of my students favorite subjects and neither is writing homework. Week three was magical! When my students realized that the writing assignments were actually meant to have fun with writing and to give them writing strategies to use, it took the pressure off of them. They stopped looking at the writing assignments as a burden and started looking at them as a way to grow as writers. 


I am excited to not only have one colleague on board with writer’s notebooks, but now I have two third grade colleagues to bounce ideas off of. This certainly helps since at the beginning it’s easy to get discouraged or feel like your lessons are becoming mundane. The support system keeps things positive and focused on the goal, to make our students better writers! 


Some of the future goals I have for using the writer’s notebook in my classroom is to give my students more freedom when writing. It has been hard for me to relinquish control over assigning what to write about. Just as readers need choice in the books they choose to read during independent reading time, writers need the freedom to write about any topic within any genre they are interested in. I need to mentor and model more and then step back and put the pen in their hands. 


My second goal is to begin using Aimee Buckner’s writing notebook rubric and to begin grading my students’ progress since we have begun using the writer’s notebook. My students, like Ms. Buckner’s students, tend to value work assigned to them that is graded. Although I am seeing a lot of progress, I think some of my students would put more effort into their writer’s notebooks if they saw a grade attached to them. 


Finally, I want to continue using the writer’s notebook in my classroom and to continue to meet with my colleagues to develop lesson plans that fit into our curriculum. I would really like to incorporate more grammar oriented lessons. Right now, our third grade team is using a Daily Language Practice worksheet book which isn’t as authentic as using some of the lessons Ms. Buckner offers in her book. 


I am thankful for the opportunity to have been introduced to the book Notebook Know-How by Aimee Buckner and to have such an enthusiastic teaching partner to work with. I truly believe that the more my students write, the better writers they will become.

Reflective/Analytic Cycle with a Cabrini Supervisor

November 5, 2014



I spent 60 mins preparing my lesson for when 


time: 60 mins



Dr. Miller was coming for my observation. I 






used the checklist she sent as well to ensure that







my classroom contained all of the literacy elements







she was looking for.

November 7, 2014



Dr. Miller came to observe my guided group. We 

time: 60 mins



were working on asking before, during, and after 






questions which was an extension of what we did 






during the whole group lesson. Dr. Miller and I then







spent 30 mins discussing how the lesson went and 






she also got a chance to walk around during Daily 5 





to give me feedback as well. 

January 16, 2015



I spent 60 mins preparing a lesson for Dr. Miller’s 

time: 60 mins



visit in February as well as time spent ensuring I 






have everything in my classroom that she will be 






looking for upon her visit. 

January 17, 2015



Reflection of time spent with supervisor, feedback 

time: 60 mins



given, changes that I would like to make moving 






forward, and completing a written reflection using 






the notes I had taken. Conversed via email with Dr. 






Miller as well. 

February 5, 2015



Dr. Miller will be coming to observe my guided 

time: 60 mins



group. At that time, I am estimating that I should be 





around Chapter 7 of the Cam Jansen book, The 






Mystery of the Stolen Diamonds. Dr. Miller plans 






on coming in for 30 mins to observe my group and 






again, walk around during my Daily 5 time to see 






how I am holding my students accountable during 






literacy time. Finally, we will complete our time 






together with a 30 minute conference about how Dr. 





Miller feels my guided group went as well as any 






observations she makes during her time in my 






classroom. 





I am grateful for the opportunity to have a Cabrini Supervisor come in to observe a guided group and my Daily 5 session. I am always looking for ways to improve my instruction and my literacy stations so the time spent with Dr. Miller has been extremely helpful. 


Many positive things came out of the observation and even the planning time. It’s easy as districts pile more and more on teachers to get comfortable when it comes to lesson planning. Knowing that Dr. Miller was coming to observe me made me deliberately pay attention to every little detail of the lesson. Although I put great thought into my lessons, I realized how important it is to go the extra mile when it comes to guided reading lesson plans. By intentionally thinking of my students needs as I created my plans, I felt that the delivery of my plans was more successful and I felt greater confidence teaching the lesson. 


Next, I Dr. Miller and I discussed the fact that even though before, during, and after questioning is an essential third grade skill to teach, these students may not yet be ready for that skill or it may even need to be broken down even further. The students were having a difficult time coming up with good questions. I felt as if I basically handed them some of the answers which is definitely not the goal! This experience showed me that less is more and that what is developmentally appropriate for some kids may not be for others at the same time. It’s very hard to keep this in mind as the pressures of completing curriculum guides and PSSAs haunt you, however, if I am to be doing what is best for kids, than I need to give them what they need and can handle. 


Dr. Miller and I also discussed student accountability at literacy stations. For the most part, my students know that at each station, they have a literacy task to complete. This group has had some difficulty following through with this expectation. One of my goals is to take a stronger look at my literacy stations to ensure that they are engaging and meeting the needs of my learners. 


I have felt very fortunate to have had Dr. Miller observe me and I am excited to see what she thinks about the changes I have made in the classroom since her previous visit. Feedback is essential in teaching and so is constant reflection. Sometimes in order to reflect, it helps to have another set of eyes in your classroom and another point of view. I am grateful for this experience.  







