Tips for Classroom Observation Write-ups 
Summary

Be sure to identify

· The essential question

· The activating strategy

· The summarizing strategy

Comments should go in every box

· May relate to any of the areas in the check boxes
Instruction

Activating Strategy 

· Different from a warm-up

· Should be a hook (to get them interested) and a link (to prior knowledge)

· Should introduce vocabulary

Vocabulary

· Should use a research-based strategy

Teaching Strategies

· Should have a graphic organizer if it was an acquisition lesson

· Should have summarizing by pairs

Summarizing Strategy

· Should be done by all students

· Should give teacher feedback about what students learned

Extended Thinking

· Should be marked Not Observed unless they directly had the students compare/contrast, classify, construct support, analyze perspectives, use inductive reasoning, use deductive reasoning, do error analysis, abstract

· Asking a compare/contrast question is not extended thinking

Differentiation

· Should be marked Not Observed unless they used leveled groups or differentiated the content, product, or process for students

Plan of Action

· May relate to the suggestions you made

· May be something the teacher wants to work on to improve instruction, and that has come to light as a result of this observation and/or conference

